
Fall News

A Message from our Director 

 

The Office of Youth and Community Restoration (OYCR) continues to implement the 

mission and vision of SB 823 by strengthening our technical assistance (TA) team to 

share a diverse array of knowledge and expertise with our partners across California. 
Interested in learning more? Our list of TA subject areas￼ and how to access our TA 

in the OYCR Website. 

In the last couple of months, OYCR has also conducted site visits to community-

based organizations (CBOs) that are supporting their communities around the state. 

One of our goals this year is to visit as many Less Restrictive Programs (LRPs) and 

One Stop community centers as possible so that we can survey the landscape and 
help connect community organizations to county government partners. 

The County Coordination Unite (CCU) staff remains actively engaged in supporting 
the Ombuds Helpline by handling complaint intakes. Their participation in various 

county meetings, including those in Monterey, LA, and Santa Barbara counties, 

demonstrates their commitment to collaboration and information-sharing. 

Additionally, CCU will continue to attend county public meetings and meet with local 

CBOs. The foundation that this unit has built for OYCR is invaluable and we are 
benefitting from their steady presence and TA support at the local level. We are 

certain that we will continue to build a solid foundation that reflects a trauma informed, 
positive youth development intervention that focuses on restorative justice, healing, 

and youth success as our north star￼. 

Judge Katherine Lucero (ret.) Director 
Office of Youth and Community Restoration 
California Health and Human Services Agency 

https://oycr.ca.gov/resources/#r5
https://oycr.ca.gov/resources/#r5


Recent News 

OYCR Launches Brand New Website! 

This fall, OYCR launched our new website. There, you can browse educational 

materials, job opportunities, and mental health resources as well as the latest 



research and data that informs the work we do. Our site is also a hub for info 

on OYCR and upcoming programming and events. Check it out the new OYCR 

Website. 

2022 Annual Report is Here! 

OYCR is proud to share our 2022 Annual Report with you, showcasing the 

positive transformation of California’s youth justice system. We’ve developed this 

report as part of our commitment to transparency in our work. We hold a sincere 

belief that open communication and sharing expertise are essential elements for 

building a sustainable way forward for our justice-involved youth.  

Born out of SB 823, OYCR has aimed to ensure that youth are given the care and 

support they need. This shift in state policy underscores our collective belief that 

https://oycr.ca.gov/


every youth who encounters the justice system has the potential to realize their 

dreams and make positive contributions to their communities. 

This comprehensive report on our first full year of operation provides insights into 

our work and the progress we've made to contribute to safer communities and a 

more equitable juvenile justice system in California. It also looks forward to the 

goals we've set for the year ahead. Discover the full report. 

OYCR Technical Assistance Initiative: Imperial 
County Reaches 0 Girls Incarcerated 

Earlier this year, OYCR and Vera Institute of Justice (Vera) announced the four 

counties selected via a competitive process to participate in the Ending Girls’ 

Incarceration through California's Action Network (the Action Network). 

Imperial County has reached their goal of zero girls incarcerated. Through their 

participation in the Action Network, they committed themselves to implementing 

equitable policies and gender-responsive programming to immediately reduce 

girls’ incarceration. 

More information on girls’ incarceration in California can be found on Vera’s 

website, where users can explore the data and compare their county to others 

across the state. 

https://oycr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/346/2023/11/OYCR_2022-Annual-Report.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2pcb204.na1.hubspotlinks.com%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2PCB204%2FVW54lS5H7wD0W1qpJ5G4bMHyqVyCbyQ50-YjbN4Mwsg13lScmV1-WJV7CgVThW2Syn9t3MTc-hW90qJpp59CZhPW3k5_dT903n9kW6zZrjR82lz92W5XgDv21JycwjW5FtWKY4_x_k8W8ZMngl8TkrL2W6kLyc77cBPXYW6c_Xwh3MDKQNW6CKZVN5gSy1tN5qRcXxsHfdgW5nVJP591DlnkW24Vvyf1ZwyFYW8H2mXf3SdmkJW6812gl69yYm3W1_QmCw12YRc6W7T-rSM7dxLZFW2jy3gn1d060RW6fwhvj6RLksNW5j7M6B7DkzVzN3psM98RBX54W73RbQ25XcMfKW6xGQpy84ZH8qW4vbHZl1SDwBZW87kt9G975pwtW8l1yvD3pTD5y3cBh1&data=05%7C01%7Calani.jackson%40chhs.ca.gov%7Cb3286633ca2d44a59a7f08db84c04ea1%7C95762673f4ed4bb6ac42439d725bf5e8%7C0%7C0%7C638249733764399365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P7hJdiCRClPBCctc8qvx8rw06Qkf92u8T424g5ZiS3s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2pcb204.na1.hubspotlinks.com%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2PCB204%2FVW54lS5H7wD0W1qpJ5G4bMHyqVyCbyQ50-YjbN4Mwsg13lScmV1-WJV7CgVThW2Syn9t3MTc-hW90qJpp59CZhPW3k5_dT903n9kW6zZrjR82lz92W5XgDv21JycwjW5FtWKY4_x_k8W8ZMngl8TkrL2W6kLyc77cBPXYW6c_Xwh3MDKQNW6CKZVN5gSy1tN5qRcXxsHfdgW5nVJP591DlnkW24Vvyf1ZwyFYW8H2mXf3SdmkJW6812gl69yYm3W1_QmCw12YRc6W7T-rSM7dxLZFW2jy3gn1d060RW6fwhvj6RLksNW5j7M6B7DkzVzN3psM98RBX54W73RbQ25XcMfKW6xGQpy84ZH8qW4vbHZl1SDwBZW87kt9G975pwtW8l1yvD3pTD5y3cBh1&data=05%7C01%7Calani.jackson%40chhs.ca.gov%7Cb3286633ca2d44a59a7f08db84c04ea1%7C95762673f4ed4bb6ac42439d725bf5e8%7C0%7C0%7C638249733764399365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P7hJdiCRClPBCctc8qvx8rw06Qkf92u8T424g5ZiS3s%3D&reserved=0
https://oycr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/346/2023/11/OYCR_2022-Annual-Report.pdf


Partnership with Sierra Health Empowers 
Communities to Support Youth 

OYCR has launched a new technical assistance partnership, committing to invest 

$3 million to strengthen community-based programs for youth. 

This partnership with The Center at Sierra Health Foundation will build out 

community infrastructure and increase capacity at CBOs to better serve youth 

who are involved in the justice system. 

Read more in the OYCR Website. 

OYCR Ombuds 

Need assistance? Live staff answer calls Monday-Friday from 8AM-5PM PT, 

and you can leave a message 24/7. 

● Toll-free telephone number: 1(844)402-1880

● Physical mailing address: 1215 O Street, MS-08, Sacramento, CA

95814 

https://oycr.ca.gov/news/sierra-health-partnership/
https://oycr.ca.gov/news/sierra-health-partnership/


● Email address: OYCRombuds@chhs.ca.gov

New Ombudsperson: OYCR is excited to announce the hiring of our new 

Ombudsperson — Alisa Hartz. She will transition into this role and lead the 

Ombudsperson Division as of January 15, 2024. Many of you have had the 

pleasure of working with Alisa as she is an existing member of OYCR’s team 

as our Chief of Staff/Counsel, bringing a breadth of experience to this position 

both in her former professional roles, as counsel to the Ombudsperson 

Division and as an informal member of the team during our search for a new 

Ombudsperson.

OYCR would like to acknowledge and thank Mr. Ahmed Nemr, Chief of the 

Ombudsperson Division, for his steadfast and dependable leadership in the 

division during our search. Mr. Nemr’s many years of ombuds experience and 

his wide-ranging expertise will continue to add great value to the 

Ombudsperson Division as it reaches full staffing levels.

Job Opportunity: We are hiring a Staff Services Manager I in Alameda.

Youth Bill of Rights. Together with a diverse group of stakeholders, OYCR 

developed a Youth Bill of Rights publication to inform youth of their rights. 

These publications are now FREE to counties and must be used to orient youth 

to their rights, and be posted in classrooms, living units, and visitation areas. 

The OYCR Ombudsperson Division will be publishing an age-appropriate, 

youth-and family-friendly version of the Youth Bill of Rights for posting and 

distribution to youth in juvenile facilities in California. In the meantime, you can 

access  the temporary document. 

mailto:OYCRombuds@chhs.ca.gov
https://oycr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/346/2023/08/Youth-Bill-of-Rights-Temporary-Publication-English.pdf
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=379472&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=287652677&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_y9TojkbsVvdSWN3e7X2z_9nMjSRbmBCpB3MAwnE48KwJ4IzL-6cQ0SYxDkbiVvbT9VKG6qG-B7EAM1LTgs-k4-DWEpw&utm_content=287652677&utm_source=hs_email
https://oycr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/346/2023/08/Youth-Bill-of-Rights-Temporary-Publication-English.pdf?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=287652677&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9SlFocQ4ZgE5gIJZ7HnN_7G130ZFwu5gE5z2ugLfzKZfOgREdNv36XBSoesjnPdXQTWU6MBfYN6xoFYZb0C9Nd8acu9g&utm_content=287652677&utm_source=hs_email


Events 

Positive Youth Justice Webinar 
On Monday, November 6, OYCR hosted a zoom webinar alongside Dr. Jeffrey Butts, 

Director of the Research and Evaluation Center at John Jay College of Criminal 

Justice, about best practices for encouraging healthy youth development. You can find 

the recording of this webinar. 

Breaking Barriers Integrated Care Symposium 
From Tuesday, November 14, to Thursday, November 16, OYCR attended the 

Breaking Barriers Symposium in Sacramento. Breaking Barriers believes that in order 

to truly uplift California's youth and their families, unity and collaboration is paramount. 

We were honored to have attended and listened to such incredible speakers who share 

our collective goal of restorative youth justice through accountability and healing. Read 

more about the symposium on the Breaking Barriers California Website. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhfTa2QHBtk
http://www.breakingbarriersca.org/2023-symposium
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhfTa2QHBtk
http://www.breakingbarriersca.org/2023-symposium


Active OYCR Recruitment Efforts 

● Health Policy Division — OYCR is in the process of hiring a Health

Program Specialist I and Health Program Specialist II in Sacramento.

OYCR Team and Updates 

https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=386203&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=287652677&utm_content=287652677&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=390124
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=379472
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=390162
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=389706
https://d2pcb204.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/X+113/d2PCB204/VWhLP46054VkVKCxWc2yXg24W1xTZ7Q57mP2nMZjDX43m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3mPW5XMNFC8j3fxgW1cyscC1xf17BW51D1V-6vjKzlW3TY9BT4-nM2QW59qM8m835q9dW5bpPjB1q20R6W8xd4sZ2sY5H-W3jDHcq7jSbxMW1vsKrl2_-H50N2VfS8LxMnkpVmNVK03xvD0_VtT8Jx5h7XbKW6FrsKQ1Lp6TBW5qQZZw8320SJW3NmpSV3Bgg3HN2BBnhRT8gPkW7gHv2-8HV3dPMsxs3Bb8jj0W89ywf73h4wzQW8CtQFN20tY1qW92zlLc82RvzbN3xmdFYLlzKqW7G7cLJ37rCq9W4pgp094PzByTW4MMhWW2vSFwSW3Bw9Pn8Qhx2yW34vQXp7-hJnJW310k8260S-YCf1LG9nR04
https://d2pcb204.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/X+113/d2PCB204/VWhLP46054VkVKCxWc2yXg24W1xTZ7Q57mP2nMZjDX43m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3kDVMdPWy9lnJ1VW5TTgjc9f3kLdW6xmZrS54JWJKVgBHy-656-YWW8vMb7l2Rd1_jW7pxBBj4kWgCyW51SlnM4rmXBQV4KydM2ctRV7W1wXcZw36LdYtV4ZZ9B3zMS5vW6DBLNf5p0gj6N1PdKFF-5K05W8s24LM25vkVzW8yrzMN3dqBFhV8r2nb1z6G-6W3bV7Kb14Sgm7W4y9CPf11Zz33W523sv83P781PN8q0F6NLSf89W2SZ0Vf5c2DxlW35Mpj52x5mH5W880KM_2Ctn7RVN0HTY1RpLSCW6C4mVt4nzs5HV93BLv57nFr5W3F-TYp3zLpTrW2rl1lS7lCpdCW7D6qkw40xsDKf5bXKVK04


OYCR Funding Opportunities 

● Less Restrictive Placement (LRP) Grant Invitation

OYCR is currently accepting proposals from county probation departments and 

community partners who are innovating ways to assist youth in Secure Youth 

Treatment Facilities transition into less restrictive programs (LRP). OYCR will 

award grants on a flow basis until December 31, 2023. 

Partner Resources/Highlights 

https://oycr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/346/2023/10/OYCR_LRP-Grant-Annoucement-1.pdf


Grant Job Training for Youth with Justice Involvement: A Toolkit – National 

Youth Employment Coalition (NYEC) 

The NYEC designed a toolkit directed at practitioners and leaders in the juvenile 

justice system and others with limited familiarity with the workforce development 

system. This toolkit outlines evidence-based practices in youth workforce 

development and provides an overview of the workforce system funded under the 

federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA). It also makes 

recommendations for how to make WIOA-funded services work better for youth 

with justice involvement at the local level and lays out some key steps to forming 

effective interagency partnerships. Access the toolkit PDF. 

Young Women's Freedom Center 

For almost three decades, Young Women’s Freedom Center has empowered 

young women and gender-expansive youth who have been involved in the justice 

system by providing quality mentorship, training, and employment opportunities. 

Youth who complete YWFC programs are 85% less likely to recidivate, and 90% 

of them maintain employment and reach their educational goals. Read more about 

YWFC and their incredible work on the Young Woman Free website. 

https://oycr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/346/2023/06/NYEC-Youth-with-Justice-Involvement-Toolkit.pdf
https://youngwomenfree.org/
https://oycr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/346/2023/06/NYEC-Youth-with-Justice-Involvement-Toolkit.pdf
https://youngwomenfree.org/


Youth Alliance 

By providing a continuum of support and clear leadership pathways, Youth 

Alliance empowers youth to effect positive change in their communities. OYCR is 

proud to work with and support Youth Alliance and community-based 

organizations across California. Learn more about Youth Alliance’s work on the 

Youth Alliance's Website. 

SBCS San Diego 

We are constantly in awe of the incredible work that SBCS does for San Diego 

youth. SBCS partners with probation to provide trauma informed, restorative 

programming in San Diego County’s Youth Development Academy. OYCR is 

proud to work with and support community-based organizations across California 

like SBCS who provide youth the resources and skills they need to reach their 

full potential. Read more about SBCS’s amazing work on their website. 

http://www.youthall.org/
https://sbcssandiego.org/
https://sbcssandiego.org/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=287652677&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--w3S_Gq1M_87vZDxdlJzut86lAhqZkhf3BorjOeNvom3tHORmM5GXCEviN9P8PS6eZ3F731kb1_jCWBbBFkcXvq_3PjQ&utm_content=287652677&utm_source=hs_email
http://www.youthall.org/



