
State Advisory 
Group on Youth 
Justice (SAGYJ)  

June 17, 2026

1



Agenda
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• Welcome and Call to Order

• Action Item: Approve March 2026 Minutes

• SAGYJ Chair Updates

• OYCR Informational Updates

• Ombuds Presentations and Discussion

• Break

• Community Presentation: National Compadres 
Network

• Subcommittee Updates and Discussion

• Public Comment

• Announcements, Call for Agenda Items and 
Adjourn
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Participant Check-In
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Use the QR code or link to check-in. This optional 
check-in helps us capture meeting participation 
and stay connected with attendees about future 
meetings and related committee updates. 



Action Item

• Approval of March 2026 Minutes
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SAGYJ Committee Chair Updates 
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OYCR Informational Updates
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• Health Policy Division
• Youth Justice Committee
• Submission of CAFY25 Title II Application
• Compliance Monitoring Audit Update
• Los Angeles Lawsuits



LA EGI Action Network Implementation

Office of Youth 
and Community 
Restoration

Los Angeles EGI Action 
Network Implementation

June 17, 2026



EGI-CA Action Network 

Partnership with OYCR, Vera Institute of Justice, and four California 
counties – Imperial, Los Angeles, Sacramento, and San Diego – have 
launched the End Girls’ Incarceration in California Action Network

• California accounts for roughly 13 percent of girls’ long-term 
commitments nationally.

• Addressing the disparities that drive girls’ incarceration is an urgent 
matter of race and gender equity. Girls and gender expansive youth of 
color—particularly Black, Native American, and Latina youth—have 
largely been left out of juvenile justice reforms.

https://www.vera.org/ending-mass-incarceration/reducing-incarceration/reducing-jail-and-prison-population/ending-girls-incarceration-initiative/egi-ca-action-network
https://www.vera.org/ending-mass-incarceration/reducing-incarceration/reducing-jail-and-prison-population/ending-girls-incarceration-initiative/egi-ca-action-network


Progress January- June 2026

• -  All four counties expected to move forward into a fourth 
year of implementation with contract amendments in 
progress

• - Working to implement changes beyond deliverables 
initially required  and that reflect local context and input in 
each county 



Los Angeles EGI 
Update



Los Angeles EGI

• Strengthened collaboration between Probation, OYCR, and Beloved Village, improving 
communication and coordination regarding girls and gender-expansive youth.

• Convened two EGI Collaborative meetings, engaging more than 40 cross-system partners 
to advance shared priorities and implementation efforts, with work sessions occurring 
between meetings.

• Probation approved an executive-level Technical Assistance Plan with OYCR, including 
dedicated staffing to support EGI implementation.

• Probation committed to weekly interagency release planning and population review 
meetings informed by weekly data reports.

• Judicial officers have been trained on the Los Angeles Detention Screening Tool (LADS), 
with scores expected to be incorporated into detention decision-making imminently.

• In May, Los Angeles partners participated in a San Diego peer learning visit focused on 
alternatives to detention and community-based services.



Reform Priorities



OYCR consulting team list



What’s Next: Summer–Fall 2026

Collaborative Convenings:

July 2026: Present Draft Metrics & Discuss 
Continuum of Care

September 2026 

November 2026 

Ongoing Work Between Meetings:

• Release planning process 
development 

• Interagency coordination 

• Data review and implementation 
metrics 

• Continuum of care development 

• Diversion and release pathway 
planning



Questions?



Title II updates

Office of Youth 
and Community 
Restoration

FY25 Title II Updates

June 17, 2026



CA Title II 3-Year Plan & Progress Updates
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Title II Plan

18



Recap of 2025 SAG Co-Chairs 3-Year Plan Review
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SAG and State POCs
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•SAGYJ
•Co-Chairs (K. Mendoza & C. Franco)
•Members (16 member total)

•CA Points of Contacts
•JJ specialist (K. Lewis-Britton, OYCR)
•Director (K. Lucero, OYCR)
•Compliance Monitoring (J. Robertson, OYCR)
•R/ED Coordinator (TBD, OYCR)
•SAG Chair (K. Mendoza)
•Financial Officer (CDSS/CalHHS Accountant)



Other FY25 Updates
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Compliance expectation 
unchanged
Compliance and R/ED data related 
to this NOFO last July (2025) did 
not require new submission of 
data

Budget Plan for $4,204,755

Planning and Administration (up 
to 10%)

• Staff

• Travel

• Training

Program Areas (up to 85%)

• Subgrantee Allocations

State Advisory Group Allocation 
(up to 5%)

• Travel

• Coalition for Juvenile Justice 
(CJJ)

• Subcommittee Projects



Questions?



Ombuds Presentations and Discussion

Alisa Hartz, OYCR Ombudsperson
Taneka Shehee Gomez, Ombudsperson, Los Angeles County Department of Probation
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Ombuds Presentations and Discussion

Alisa Hartz, OYCR Ombudsperson
Taneka Shehee Gomez, Ombudsperson, Los Angeles County Department of Probation
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Ombudsperson Division Duties

Visit every local 
juvenile facility at 

least once annually

Receive, investigate, and 
where possible resolve 
complaints relating to 
youth in local juvenile 

facilities

Provide regular reports to 
the Legislature about 

numbers, trends, issues, & 
recommendations

Educate youth, families, 
and other stakeholders 

on the Youth Bill of 
Rights



Complaint Process Overview



Youth Rights and Facility Standards

Youth Rights 
and Facility 
Standards

27

National best practice standards*

Federal law and Constitution

State law and Constitution

CA Youth Bill of Rights

State Juvenile Facility 
Regulations (min 

standards)

Facility policies

*Conditions of Confinement: Facility Standards and 
Resources – Juvenile Justice Advocates

https://www.jjadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/JJAI_2025_Detention_Standards.pdf
https://www.jjadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/JJAI_2025_Detention_Standards.pdf
https://www.jjadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/JJAI_2025_Detention_Standards.pdf
https://www.jjadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/JJAI_2025_Detention_Standards.pdf
https://www.jjadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/JJAI_2025_Detention_Standards.pdf


The Youth Bill of 
Rights

Together with a diverse group of 
stakeholders, OYCR developed a Youth Bill 
of Rights publication to inform youth of 
their rights. They must be used to orient 
youth to the rights and to be posted in 
classrooms, living units, and visitation 
areas.

To request materials (free of charge)

1 (844) 402-1880
https://oycr.ca.gov/publication-request-form/
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https://oycr.ca.gov/publication-request-form/
https://oycr.ca.gov/publication-request-form/
https://oycr.ca.gov/publication-request-form/
https://oycr.ca.gov/publication-request-form/
https://oycr.ca.gov/publication-request-form/


By the Numbers



Report screenshot

Presentation Cover

Available at 
oycr.ca.gov/Ombudsperson

http://www.oycr.ca.gov/ombudsperson
https://oycr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/346/2025/06/OYCR_OmbudspersonlReport_060625_508.pdf


TABLE 16

Complaints 
Received by 
County 
(2024)

County Case Record Type Count Total

General Complaint 33
San Diego 67

Youth Complaint 34

General Complaint 37
Los Angeles 59

Youth Complaint 22

General Complaint 13
Sacramento 21

Youth Complaint 8

General Complaint 1
Tulare 21

Youth Complaint 20

General Complaint 3
Alameda 12

Youth Complaint 9

General Complaint 3
San Joaquin 11

Youth Complaint 8

General Complaint 3
Contra Costa 9

Youth Complaint 6

San Bernardino Youth Complaint 9 9

General Complaint 5
Ventura 9

Youth Complaint 4

General Complaint 2
Kings 7

Youth Complaint 5



TABLE 17

Closure 
Findings 
by County 
(2024)

County

San Diego

Los Angeles

Sacramento

Alameda

Tulare

Closure Finding

Decline to investigate

No findings

Unsubstantiated

Substantiated

Decline to investigate

Substantiated

Unsubstantiated

Referred Out

Inconclusive

No findings

Decline to investigate

Unsubstantiated

Decline to investigate

Unsubstantiated

Unsubstantiated

Inconclusive

Decline to investigate

Substantiated

Count

27

4

4

2

8

8

3

2

2

2

6

2

6

2

2

2

3

1

Total

37

25

8

8

8



Types of Resolutions

33

Specific desired outcome 
achieved 

Systemic/ policy change  Robust collaboration/ 
technical assistance  

Unintended 
consequences  

No response  



Youth Message



OYCR Ombudsperson Division
Email: OYCRombuds@chhs.ca.gov

Phone: 1(844)402-1880

Website: oycr.ca.gov/ombudsperson

Follow OYCR

Contact us: 

mailto:OYCRombuds@chhs.ca.gov
mailto:OYCRombuds@chhs.ca.gov
http://oycr.ca.gov/ombudsperson


Ombuds Presentations and Discussion

Alisa Hartz, OYCR Ombudsperson
Taneka Shehee Gomez, Ombudsperson, Los Angeles County Department of Probation

36



Break
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Community Presentation: National 
Compadres Network
Maestro Jerry Tello, Founder and Director of Training
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Subcommittee Updates and Discussion

• Community Investment and System Accountability (CISA)
• Policy & Legislative Advocacy
• Racial/Ethnic Disparities (R/ED)
• Restorative Justice (RJ)
• Youth and Emerging Leaders (YEL)

39



Community 
Investment & System 
Accountability(CISA)
Chair: Dr. Carly Dierkhising
Co-Chair: Andrew Garcia



Community Investment & System 
Accountability (CISA) for Youth Justice: 

Strengthen Relationships with 
Grantees: Create opportunities for 
engagement with grantees to foster 
collaboration, build trust, and share 

lessons learned.

Establish a Statewide Network of 
Practice: Connect current and 
former grantees to promote the 

exchange of innovative practices, 
shared challenges, and community-

driven solutions across 
jurisdictions.

Promote Transparency and 
Accountability: Monitor and assess 

how federal and state juvenile 
justice funds are used by probation 
departments and related agencies 

to ensure spending aligns with 
intended outcomes and public 

trust.

Elevate Community Voice and 
Impact: Ensure that funding 

decisions and program evaluations 
consider the perspectives and 
needs of youth, families, and 

communities most affected by the 
juvenile justice system.

Serve as an Informational 
Resource: Provide community-

based organizations and 
stakeholders with information about 

what is working in other counties 
and how they might replicate or 

adapt those approaches.



Needs 
Assessment 

Update 



Needs Assessment Update

Contacted all Title II Grantees → 2 interviews conducted 

Next Steps
•Distribute a survey to grantees instead 
•Synthesize feedback for SAGYJ consideration 
•Goal: Present recommendations on how to build up capacity and 

engagement among grantees in the next grant cycle 







Examining DEJ Utilization Across 

California. Requested analysis includes 

county-level data, year-to-year trends, 

and race and gender disparities.

Further analysis covers public vs. private 

legal representation and pre-disposition 

detention status to identify systemic 

inequities across jurisdictions.

Deferred Entry of Judgment 

(DEJ) Initiative



Addressing 
Disparities

Why County-Level Data Matters

Joint Work with the Racial & Ethnic Disparities 

Subcommittee

• Identifying inequities in youth justice outcomes

• Recognizing local variations across counties

• Supporting evidence-based policy development

• Informing future policy solutions

Advancing equitable opportunities for youth requires 

understanding where disparities exist and why. Data visibility 

drives accountability.

"What gets measured gets addressed."



Progress Update

DEJ Data Request Status

Accomplishments

•  OYCR developed DOJ data application

•  Submitted by OYCR Data & Research Team

•  Awaiting Department of Justice approval

• Potential model for future policy research

• Framework may be replicated to study additional 

youth justice issues.



Legislative 

Monitoring

Key Measures Reviewed

Family Engagement

• AB 1646 – Contact visitation rights, Education 

& Reentry

• AB 1659 – School transition liaisons

• AB 2178 – Community college partnerships -

Probation & Treatment

• AB 1886 – Probation limits

• AB 1902 – Secure youth treatment facilities- 

Least Restrictive Placement

• SB 1009 – Alternatives to detention

• SB 1157 – Guidelines for less restrictive 

programs





Looking Ahead

Priorities Moving Forward

1.Monitor DEJ Data Request

2.Explore Disparities and Outcomes

3.Continue Legislative Review

4.Develop Policy Recommendations

5.Advance Evidence-Based Youth 

Justice



Appreciation

Subcommittee Leadership & Members

Dr. B.J. Davis

Dr. Maria Leon

Commissioner Johanna Rasmussen

Charlie Nguyen

OYCR Partners

Protima Pandey

Krystal Lewis-Britton

Darius Parakh

Together, we remain committed to ensuring that 

California's youth justice policies are:

Data-informed    |    Grounded in equity    |    Centered on successful rehabilitation

Questions?



Public Comment
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Announcements and Adjourn

54



Upcoming Meeting Dates for 2026

SAGYJ

•September 16, 2026
•December 16, 2026
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